Cardiac troponin T in forensic autopsy cases.
The aim of the present study was to describe the findings of postmortem serum and pericardial fluid (PF) cardiac troponin T (cTnT) in various causes of death with regard to the postmortem interval (PMI) and comorbid cardiovascular disease, using 101 autopsy cases with PMI of 8-141 h divided into 9 groups: cardiovascular disease (CVD), other diseases (OD), poisoning (P), asphyxia (A), drowning (D), hypothermia (H), thoracic trauma (TT), other trauma (OT) and fire fatalities (F). The results suggest that cTnT levels may help to differentiate cardiovascular death from poisoning and non-thoracic trauma, as well as to differentiate cardiovascular and other diseases as cause of death from drowning and hypothermia. However, the effect of PMI, unlike comorbid cardiovascular disease, has to be taken into account.